Intraabdominal placement of a Novacor ventricular assist system by using an expanded polytetrafluoroethylene pouch.
The location of the pump pocket for the left ventricular assist system is of great importance because of its direct relation to subsequent complications. The Novacor device has usually been implanted at the space behind the rectus muscle, which leads to occasional bleeding from raw muscle surfaces and to subsequent pocket infection. Although intraabdominal placement causes less bleeding and is more refractory to later pocket infection, direct contact with the visceral organs sometimes causes serious complications. We constructed a pouch from an expanded polytetrafluoroethylene sheet, and this enabled intraabdominal placement of the Novacor device.